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EZEKIEL  CHEEVER. 


ADDITIONAL  NOTES. 


O INCE  the  publication  by  me  of  the  articles  entitled  " Ezekiel 
O Cheever  and  Some  of  his  Descendants,”  in  the  Register  for 
April,  1879  (xxxiii.  184)  and  April,  1884  (xxxviii.  170),  many 
additional  facts  concerning  him  have  been  discovered,  a brief  state- 
ment of  which  may  .perhaps  not  be  out  of  place  in  the  present  num- 
ber. Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Waters,  I have  lately  received 
from  Mr.  Arthur  William  Lockhart,  Steward,  &c.,  of  Christ’s  Hos- 
pital, London,  extracts  from  the  Hospital  Records,  and  a copy  of  his 
" List  of  Exhibitioners  sent  to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge from  Christ’s  Hospital,  1566-1885.”  The  second  edition 
of  this  exceedingly  valuable  and  interesting  work  compiled  by  Mr. 
Lockhart,  was  printed  for  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital  in  1885, 
and  it  brings  to  light  matter  hitherto  unknown  to  us.  In  the  Chil- 
dren’s  Register,  the  record  of  Cheever’s  admission  to  Christ’s  Hospi- 
tal appears  in  these  words  : 

“ 1626.  Aprill  3.  Ezechiell  Cheeuer  of  10  years  sonne  of  William  Chee- 
uer  Skinner  is  admitted  from  St.  Andrews  hubberd.” 

His  discharge  is  as  follows  : 

“ 1633.  Aprill  27th.  Ezechiell  Cheeuver  preffarred  to  the  Vniuersity  of 
Cambrid.” 

In  Dr.  William  Bennett’s  copy  of  the  Register  of  Emmanuel  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  extracts  from  which  were  contributed  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Everett  Hale  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Mass.  Historical 
Society  for  November,  1882  (xx.  22),  is  the  following  entry  : 

“ 1632-33.  Jan.  12.  Ezekiel  Cheever.  Sizar.  Middlesex.” 

The  will  of  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Culverwell,  the  Puritan  divine  and 
author,  which  was  probated  in  London,  9 May,  1631,  an  abstract 
of  which  Mr.  Waters  has  published  in  the  Register  for  October, 
1884  (xxxviii.  427),  contains  the  following  legacy  : 

“ Item  to  Margaret  Chevers,  for  herself  and  her  son  Ezekiell,  ten 
pounds.” 
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The  testator  further  says  : 

“ All  my  Latin  books  I will  to  be  divided  in  three  parts,  equally  as  may 
be,  and  then,  by  lot,  to  give  to  Nicholas  Piccard  one  lot,  to  Josias  Wilson 
another  lot,  a third  lot  to  Ezekiell  Cheuers.” 

Investigations  now  making  in  England,  by  Mr.  Waters,  into  the 
history  of  the  Cheever  family,  are  not  as  yet  completed,  but  they 
promise  to  be  of  exceptional  interest.  He  notes  it  as  a singular 
fact,  that  not  only  Ezekiel  Cheever,  the  famous  master  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School,  but  also  his  contemporary  Elijah  Corlet,*  "that 
memorable  old  schoolmaster  in  Cambridge,”  of  whom  Cotton  Mather 
says, 

“ Tis  Corlet’s  pains,  & Cheever’s,  we  must  own, 

That  thou,  New  England , art  not  Scythia  grown,” 

should  both  have  been  "Blue  Coat  Boys.” 

A hitherto  unpublished  letter  of  Ezekiel  Cheever  to  the  Rev.  Pe- 
ter Prudden,  of  Milford,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Henry  J.  Prud- 
den,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a lineal  descendant  of  the  latter. 
It  is  in  the  beautiful  handwriting  of  Ezekiel  Cheever,  and  is  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation  except  that  the  paper  is  slightly  torn  in 
one  place,  which  occasions  the  loss  of  a few  words.  It  is  dated  Ip- 
swich, Mass.,  5 : 16  : 1651,  and  relates  to  the  troubles  with  the 
Church  in  New  Haven  and  his  trial  before  that  Church,  an  account 
of  which  was  published  in  the  Collections  of  the  Conn.  Hist.  Society 
I.  22-51.  By  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Prudden  the  letter  is 
now  printed  verbatim. 

Reverend  & Worthy  Sr 

I understand  by  Mrs  Wakemans  letter  that  yu  are  now  in  ye  Bay,  which 
gives  me  opportunity  of  presenting  a few  lines  to  you,  to  acquaint  yu  with 
ye  grounds  of  my  wrighting  to  ye  Church  as  I did,  & my  private  letter  to 
Mr  Atwater,  of  which  last  Mr  Davenport,  or  ye  Elders  joyntly  have  wrote 
to  ye  R.  Mr  Rogers,  & Mr  Norton  here,  that  it  is  distasted  by  ye  planta- 
tions about  them.  Mr  Higginson  hath  beene  here  since,  who  saves  no  such 
thing.  I am  represented,  & interpreted  at  N.  Haven  to  deale  guilefully,  & 

* Mr.  Lockhart  gives  us  many  interesting  particulars  concerning  Corlet.  By  an  entry 
of  17  Jane,  1618.  it  appears  that  he  was  then  eight  and  a half  years  old,  and  “ is  to  be  ad- 
mitted against  Easter  next  at  the  request  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Knt, 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England.”  The  Hospital’s  Register  gives  this  record  of  his  admission, 
“ 1619.  Aprill  05.  Elias  Corlet  of  9 yeares  sonne  of  Henry  Corlett  Waxchandler  at  ye  request 
of  ye  right  honle  Sr  Nic°  Bacon  lord  Channceller.”  His  discharge  isin  the  following  words : 
“ 1626  Octob  the  11  Elias  Corlet  is  this  day  taken  & discharged  from  this  house  by  Mr 
John  Stockton  Preacher  of  gods  word  In  the  parrish  of  St.  Andrews  Vndershaft.”  Al- 
though the  date  of  his  preferment  to  the  University  is  not  given,  a minute  in  the  Hospital’s 
Court  Book  of  Feb.  9th,  1635,  states  that  he  was  “ sometyme  a poor  Orphant  brought  up  in 
this  house,”  that  he  had  “taken  the  degree  of  Batchellor  of  Arts  in  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford,” and  “ had  betaken  himself  to  the  teaching  of  Schollers  in  the  Towne  of  ffVamling- 
hame  in  county  of  Suflblke.”  He  seems  to  have  had  occasional  engagements  in  Lady 
Ramsey’s  Free  Grammar  School  at  Halstead  in  Essex,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  master- 
ship of  that  school  3d  June,  1636. 
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to  speake  one  thing  in  my  writing  to  ye  Ch:  another  in  my  private  letter. 
For  my  letter  to  ye  Church  it  was  drawne  by  ye  advice  & approbation  of 
ye  R.  Mr  Rogers,  & Mr  Norton,  to  whom  I have  constantly  opened  my 
mind  fully,  that  I could  not  justify  ye  Ch : censure,  & being  jealous  of 
what  came  to  passe,  I expressed  to  them  my  feare  of  using  any  expressions 
that  might  give  them  occasion  so  to  thinke,  & they  apprehended  with  my- 
selfe,  both  then,  & do  so  still,  y4  there  is  no  expression  in  my  letter  that  doth 
in  a true  Gramaticall  or  Logicall  construction  hold  forth  any  justification  of 
ye  Ch:  censure.  And  indeede  they  & my  selfe  did  apprehend  ye  Ch:  would 
not  require  it  of  me,  from  an  expression  in  a letter  from  ye  Ch : subscribed 
by  Mr  Hooke,  & Mr  Newman,  thus  [for  this  cause  ye  brethren  judge  it 
necessary,  that  either  he  justify  ye  ch  : censure,  or  at  least  judge  himselfe  for 
condemning  it]  this  last  I choose,  & could  willingly  doe,  & being  willing 
to  aggravate  it  as  much  as  I could,  & to  carry  it  in  a peaceable  way,  I said 
thus,  I acknowledge  my  sin  in  unjust,  disorderly  condemning  ye  censure; 
wch  I conceive  is  true,  it  was  unjust  for  me  in  y4  way  & manner  as  I did 
before  legall  conviction  to  censure  ye  Church : The  Elders  here  have 
wrote  to  free  me  from  any  guile,  & Mr.  Higginson  told  me,  they  told  him, 
they  must  take  it  upon  themselves.  Now  for  my  wrighting  to  Mr  Atwa- 
ter, y4 1 did  not  justify  ye  censure,  & giving  him  liberty  to  declare  it  if  need 
were  ; it  was  upon  this  ground.  1 had  intimation  from  a friend  it  was 
much  looked  at,  y4I  should  justify  ye  Ch:  censure,  & reported  as  if  I must, 
or  did,  so  I feared,  they  might  take  occasion,  if  any  could  be  found  from 
my  writing,  to  apprehend  I justified  ye  Ch:  censure  yt  then 

they  would  presse  hard  upon  some,  whose  consciences 

. . . . not  justify  it:  therefore  y4  ye  truth  might  not  suffer,  & I be 

abused  as  an  instrument  in  it,  nor  any  friend  of  mine  unjustly  for  my  sake, 
I was  willing  to  beare  the  burden  of  it  my  selfe,  & y4  ye  truth  might  be  un- 
derstood: You  will- say,  why  did  I not  rather  write  plainly  to  ye  Ch : ? 

I answer,  for  peace  sake.  I knew  it  would  not  be  borne.  I did  not  cer- 
tainly know,  ye  thing  would  come  in  question,  but  would  be  let  fall  on  both 
sides  for  peace  sake,  & had  I then  openly  expressed  my  selfe,  it  would  have 
beene  taken  for  an  open  opposition  of  them,  & needlesse  striving  contention 
For  because  I did  but  use  this  expression  in  my  confession  prepared  forye 
Church,  & sent  to  Mr  Davenport  in  yc  Bay  for  his  advice,  [lam  sorry  there 
should  remaine  any  difference  betweene  ye  Ch : & my  selfe,  but  am  willing  to 
hearken  to  any  meanes  of  conviction]  &c.  Mr  Davenport  much  distasted 
it,  saying  Cui  bono  is  such  an  expression,  & that  a man  coming  to  hold 
forth  repentance  to  ye  Church  should  make  an  open  profession  of  difference, 
was  not  to  be  borne,  & yt  ye  Ch:  would  impute  it  to  my  pride  &c.  Had  I 
now  done  so,  he  might  justly  have  replied,  w4  needed  mentioning  this,  but  for 
contention,  did  not  ye  Church  open  a doore  & a faire  way  for  you,  in  their 
former  expression,  not  requiring  any  such  thing  at  your  hand.  My  aimes 
& ends  were  good  to  attaine  y4  which  is  obtained  by  it,  & I do  not  yet  see 
y4  I have  broke  any  rule  in  it;  if  your  selfe  judge  otherwise,  I shall  thank- 
fully receive  any  light  from  you.  Had  I not  written  to  Mr  Atwater,  ye 
truth  had  suffered,  & I had  beene  delivered  but  upon  such  termes  as  I never 
did  desire  it,  & therefore  laid  in  to  prevent  it,  though  I conceive  I gave  no 
just  occasion  to  ye  Ch  : so  to  thinke,  & had  beene  blamelesse  in  y4  particular. 

I entreat  yu  to  conceale  my  wrighting  to  yu,  & repose  in  you  for  it,  know- 
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ing  it  will  be  offensive,  yet  withall  to  put  forth  a helping  hand  for  my  de- 
liverance if  it  lye  in  your  power;  for  I know  not  what  to  doe  more  to  ye 
Ch : & I thinke  few  or  none  will  advise  me  to  do  what  they  require  of  me. 
I pray  enforme  my  friends  at  N.  H.  how  it  stands,  for  I perceive  they 
are  not  desirous  of  any  letters  from  me,  & therefore  T do  forbeare,  only  en- 
treating yu  to  deliver  this  enclosed  to  Mrs  Wakeman  about  my  child. 

Thus  beseeching  your  prayers,  I am 

An  afflicted  outcast 

Ipswitch  5:  16:51.  E.  Cheever. 

(Address.) 

To  the  Reverend  his  much 
esteemed  friend  Mr  Peter 
Prudden  Pastour  of 
ye  Church  of  Christ 
at  Milford  these 
Present. 
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